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Demande internationale n° 



PCT/FR 03/01148 



I. Base du rapport 

1 . En ce qui concerne les elements de la demande internationale (les feuilles de rempiacement qui ont ete 

remises a I'office recepteur en reponse a une invitation faite conformement a I'article 14 sont considerees, dans 
le present rapport , comme "initialement deposees" et ne sont pas jointes en annexe au rapport puisqu'elles ne 
contiennent pas de modifications (regies 70. 16 et 70.17)) : 



Description, Pages 

1 -7 telles qu'initialement deposees 
Revendications, No. 

1-3 telles qu'initialement deposees 
Dessins, Feuilles 

1 telles qu'initialement deposees 

2. En ce qui concerne la langue, tous les elements indiques ci-dessus etaient a la disposition de I'administration 
ou lui ont ete remis dans la langue dans laquelle la demande internationale a ete deposee, sauf indication 
contraire donnee sous ce point. 

Ces elements etaient a la disposition de I'administration ou lui ont ete remis dans la langue suivante: ,qui est: 

□ la langue d'une traduction remise aux fins de la recherche internationale (selon la regie 23.1(b)). 

□ la langue de publication de la demande internationale (selon la regie 48.3(b)). 

□ la langue de la traduction remise aux fins de I'examen preliminaire internationale (selon la regie 55.2 ou 
55.3). 

3. En ce qui concerne les sequences de nucleotides ou d'acide aminesdivulguees dans la demande 
Internationale (le cas echeant), I'examen preliminaire internationale a ete effectue sur la base du listaqe des 
sequences : 

□ contenu dans la demande internationale, sous forme ecrite. 

□ depose avec la demande internationale, sous forme dechiffrable par ordinateur. 

□ remis ulterieurement a I'administration, sous forme ecrite. 

□ remis ulterieurement a I'administration, sous forme dechiffrable par ordinateur. 

□ La declaration, selon laquelle le listage des sequences par ecrit et fourni ulterieurement ne va pas au-dela 
de la divulgation faite dans la demande telle que deposee, a ete fournie. 

□ La declaration, selon laquelle les informations enregistrees sous dechiffrable par ordinateur sont identiques 
a celles du listages des sequences Presente par ecrit, a ete fournie. 

4. Les modifications ont entraine I'annulation : 

□ de la description, pages : 

□ des revendications, nos : 

□ des dessins, feuilles : 
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5. □ Le present rapport a ete formule abstraction faite (de certaines) des modifications, qui ont ete considerees 
comme allant au-dela de I'expose de I'invention tel qu'il a ete depose, comme il est indique ci-apres (regie 



(Toute feuille de remplacement comportant des modifications de cette nature doit etre indiquee au point 1 
et annexee au present rapport.) 

6. Observations complementaires, le cas echeant : 



V. Declaration motivee selon l article 35(2) quant a fa nouveaute, I'activite inventive et la possibility 
d'application industrielle; citations et explications a I'appui de cette declaration 

1. Declaration 



Nouveaute 


Oui: 


Revendications 


1-3 




Non: 


Revendications 




Activite inventive 


Oui: 


Revendications 


2 




Non: 


Revendications 


1.3 


Possibility d'application industrielle 


Oui: 


Revendications 


1-3 




Non: 


Revendications 





2. Citations et explications 
voir feuille separee 
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Concernant le point V 

Declaration motivee selon I'article 35(2) quant a la nouveaute, I'activite inventive 
et la possibility d'application industrielle; citations et explications a I'appui de 
cette declaration 



II est fait reference aux documents suivants: 

D1 : US-A-31 04753 (OSBORNE) 24 septembre 1 963 (1 963-09-24); 
D2: JP-A-61051415 (YAMANOUCHI) 13 mars 1986 (1986-03-13). 

1.1 Le document D1 , qui est considere comme etant I'etat de la technique le plus 
proche de I'objet de la revendication 1 , decrit (les references entre parentheses 
s'appliquent a ce document): 

une unite de convoyage avec accumulation de recipients, tels que des bouteilles, 
comportant une table d'accumulation (16) sur laquelle debouche, en amont, un 
convoyeur d'alimentation (10) tandis qu'en aval cette table deverse lesdits 
recipients sur un aligneur sans pression (24, 25) prevu apte a acheminer ceux-ci 
de maniere unifilaire en direction d'une unite de traitement en aval, I'aligneur sans 
pression (24, 25) s'etendant parallelement a la table d'accumulation (16), celle-ci 
comportant, en aval et dans son prolongement, un convoyeur de transfert (16, 18) 
sur lequel les recipients sont repousses, lateralement par un dispositif de guidage 
(1 8), du cote du dit aligneur sans pression (24, 25) sur un convoyeur de transition 
(20) juxtapose, a sens de defilement inverse, venant definir le convoyeur 
d'alimentation du dit aligneur sans pression (24, 25). 

1.2 L'unite de convoyage du document D1 differe de I'objet de la revendication 1 en 
ce que le dispositif de guidage est un rail et non une bande; or il est bien connu 
de I'etat de la technique, voir par exemple les figures 2 et 5 du document D2, que 
le rail represents une alternative au moyen de guidage par bande pour un tel 
dispositif de transfert. 

L'objet de la revendication 1 n'implique par consequent pas d'activite inventive 
(article 33(3) PCT). 
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1 .3 De meme, les caracteristiques techniques de la revendication 3 etant revelees 
par ce meme document D1 , I'objet de cette revendication 3 n'implique pas non 
plus d'activite inventive (article 33(3) PCT). 



La revendication 2 decrit un rail de guidage surmontant le convoyeur de transition 
afin de repousser les recipients dans une direction opposee a celle communiquee 
par I'aligneur sans pression. Cette caracteristique technique n'est ni connue ni 
suggeree par I'etat de la technique et permet un prealignement des recipients 
avant que ceux-ci ne s'engagent sur I'aligneur sans pression. La revendication 2 
satisfait de ce fait aux conditions requises par le PCT en ce qui concerne la 
nouveaute et I'activite inventive (article 33(2) et (3)). 
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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
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L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
r°| the international application as originally filed 

the description: 



1-7 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 



1-3 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



pages 



m9 filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



_ , filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

m9 filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



3. 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I"! the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



4. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages : 

[^3 the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
5 ' I — I beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (I A) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-3 



1, 3 



1-3 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US-A-3 104 753 (OSBORNE) 24 September 1963 
(1963-09-24) 

D2: JP-A-61051415 (YAMANOUCHI) 13 March 1986 (1986- 
03-13) 



1.1 Document Dl, which is considered to be the prior art 
closest to the subject matter of claim 1, describes 
(the reference signs between parentheses apply to 
this document) : 

a conveyor unit with a container build-up function, 
e.g. a bottle build-up function, comprising a build- 
up table (16) communicating with the outlet of an 
upstream feed conveyor (10) and discharging the 
containers downstream onto a pressure-free 
unscrambler (24, 25) for feeding a single row of 
containers to a downstream processing unit, wherein 
the pressure-free unscrambler (24, 25) is parallel 
to the build-up table (16), and said table comprises 
a transfer conveyor (16, 18) located downstream and 
extending away therefrom, on which the containers 
are urged sideways by a guide device (18) on the 
pressure-free unscrambler (24, 25) side, onto an 
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adjacent transition conveyor (20) moving in the 
opposite direction, thereby defining the feed 
conveyor of said pressure-free unscrambler (24, 25) . 

1.2 The conveyor unit of document Dl differs from the 
subject matter of claim 1 in that the guide device 
is a rail and not a belt, yet it is well known from 
the prior art (see, for example, figures 2 and 5 of 
document D2) that a rail is an alternative to a belt 
guide means in such transfer devices. 

It follows that the subject matter of claim 1 does 
not involve inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

1.3 Similarly, the technical features in claim 3 are 
described in said document Dl, meaning that the 
subject matter of claim 3 likewise does not involve 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 



2. Claim 2 describes a guide rail mounted on the 

transition conveyor in order to urge the containers 
in a direction opposite to that of the pressure-free 
unscrambler. This technical feature is not known 
from or suggested by the prior art and enables 
preliminary alignment of the containers before they 
enter the pressure-free unscrambler. Consequently, 
claim 2 complies with the requirements of novelty 
and inventive step of the PCT (PCT Article 33(2) and 
(3)) . 
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